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Changing Relationship between Human Being and
Environmental Resources: A Geographical Analysis
Dr. Ganesh K. Chavhan
K. J. Somaiya College of Arts, Commerce & Science,
Kopargaon.

Abstract: .,

Human livelihood is determined by the availability
of resources within the environment either natural or man-
made. By applying human skill, mind and power, human
beings are able to maintain survival through eking out the
resources for their requirements. From where and how do
the human beings get resources are the important research
questions to understand whether they have regular flow or
exhaustive in availability. Increasing demand, short supply in
comparison to demand - and its increasing scarcity in
extraction and exploitation, we often faced, are the further
issues which determine the availability and utilization of
resources, standard of human life and also frequently give
pressure in the surrounding environment. :

The aim of this paper is to deal with fundamental concepts
‘and  knowledge  about  resource management.

This paper is an attempt to explore differences of
traditional definition of ‘natural resources’ to more dynamic
discourse of ‘resources are not, but they become’. This essay
is based on exploratory review of the available published
materials.

Keywords: Environmental Resources, livelihood, paradigm
shift.
Introduction:

Nature provides resources to human beings for their

survival. A resource manager requires understanding the

1
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defini- tion of resource and its  changing  paradiom
dynamism and approaches in a specilic social, cultural, :n(i
gcographical ground. This article is an attempt to explore
differences of traditional definition of ‘natural resources” to
more dynamic discourse of ‘resources are not, but they
hecome'. This essay is based on exploratory review of thi-
available published materials.

There are two schools of thought. One is oriented

the people (human) centric contextual ground of

towards
discourse of ‘resource’ with a view (o combination of

opportunities provided by the nature as a resource base and
the human demand, mind, skill, knowledge, culture, society
and rules and regulations; and (he second is concentrated on
natural resources as a free gifted stocks and its management
for regular exploitation.

In the past, the resource
This tradition is still remaining within the university
curricula. University level resource management syllabus
has been designed within the framework of natural resource
management or the management of free gifted stock of

resources. However, in practice, the philosophical thrust of
resource management is more rowards the blended-of both. TEEEe,
ial and the natural contextual

is often mixed with the s0Cl
ground. The uni-directional natural resource management

paradigm provides university graduates as well as resource
ar idea and they often are facing problems
identification of management issues, and challenges and are
confusing to dig out the solutions. The philosophical dictum
ventional natural resource management
hases have been given more

s were seen as natural gifts.

managers no cle

and notions of con
have been changed and the emp
on the human or people centric perspectives.

2
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Method of the Study:

Review of widely published documents,
long with the empirical ficld
cal ground have been
rticle has put forth
ual ground to

reports,

books, and website materials &
studies and knowledge based on practi
ased to bring discourse in this form. This a
the framework of people centric concept
understand the resource management with a geographical
perspective or unity both nature and society. From this
understanding resource manager will able to achieve the
goal of sustainable development. Introduction, conceptual
ground. shifting paradigm, dynamism in the resource
definition, natural resource management vis-a-vis resource
management, and resource classification, evolution of the
field of resource management, approaches and conclusion
followed by references are the subheadings included in this
article.

Ground for the Study: .
Natural resources are.derived from the environment.

Many of them are essential for our survival while the others
are used for satisfying our wants and the rest left as it is. The
material world is heavily dependent on different natural
resources. The widely used common definition of natural
resource takes place naturally within environment that exists
relatively undisturbed by mankind or available in a natural
form.

A natural resource is often characterized by amounts
of biodiversity and = geo-diversity existent in various
ecosystems. The variety and quantity of uses of natural
resources have increased at present to such an extent that
these were never found before in the history of mankind.
New requirements for various resources in modern society

3
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have increased the demand for them a thousand fold anq
have woven them into combinations whose patterns are
constantly changing.
Shifting Paradigm:

Since the dawn of human civilization, the resources
were used to be viewed according to the broad spectrum of
the man environmental interrelationship. In the early days of
human history, man perceived nature to control human
acuvities.

Human activities were just to use the responses
whatever provided by the environment. Nature’s control
over human action was strongly accepted. In the same way,
extraction and utilization of resources was determined
according to the nature’s limitation. Hunting, food gathering
and early days farming were the major sources of resource
to survive. That was also defined as ‘deterministic’ or
‘determinism’ relationship of man and environment.
According to this dictum, the nature controls the human .
activities. This was the philosophical paradigm. Gradually,
man got success over the nature’s law and control. They
became able to alter the determinants of the nature.

Early days of industrial revolution have given more
emphasis on high yield production system, large quantities
of mineral exploration and extraction of resource in a scale
of abundance. Man usually thought on control -over nature.
That period was perceived as ‘possibilism’ in the man-
environment relationship. Gradually, several mines were
exhausted and forests were destroyed. The renewable
resources were no-more renewed over the time of extraction.
People thought that the nature gives opportunity to human
being but the nature’s law to control the resources is still

4
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active. The concept of infinite sources of natural resources
has been changed to perceive depletion. Several renewable
resources require managing according o their replenish time
duration. The harmony of man-environment interrelationship
is accepted only after the proper management of resources
provided by the nature. The interactive interrelationship
between man and environment has been pcrceived for the
sustainable future of human being.

In a.more specific pragmatic ground, Zimm
(1951) has defined the term ‘resource’ as ‘resources are not
they become’; they are not static but expand and contract n
o human wants and human action. A resource 1S
tangible object but also a functional
relationship that exists between people’s wants, their
capabilities and their attitudes towards the worth of an
environment. Zimmermann has categorized the term ‘man’

‘MAN’. .To understand the resources oOne must
sts between MAN and

nceive of the

ermani

response t
not merely a

and
understand the relationship that exl

~nature. For that purpose it is necessary to co

human beings as existing on two levels, the animal level and
the supra—animal or human (social) level. The ‘man’ on the
animal level constitutes part of nature. MAN on the human
level represents the counterpart of nature. Nature is non

MAN.
According to  the philosophical ~ dictum of

7immermann the MAN’S resources, to an overwhelming
It is true that nature

extent, are not natural resources.
splay his skill and

provides the opportunity for MAN to di
apply his ever expanding knowledge. But nature offers
freely only an infinitesimal fraction of her treasure; she not
only withholds the rest, but seems to place innumerable and

5
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. My Cases well-nigh insurmountable obstacles in the
in many Cascs, &

way ol resource-secking and resource creating MAN. The
l (l.I\ 5(' MAN's resources are the result of human ingenuity
1ll | ‘ | | V‘ 1 Y 1 ] » » £ )
aided by slowly, patiently and painfully acquired knowledge.
wdoe is tuly the mother of all other resources. I'he

Knowledge
So long as the human race

coneept of resources is purel .
ard to higher culture levels, culture is
sle from human wants

continues to climb upw
bound to become functional, inseparal
and human capabilities. Increasingly important  as the
dvnamic foree in the creation of resources. Physical reality
a; all times is the basis on which human culture rests. The
physical environment appraised both quantitatively and
qualitatively and viewed as changing relationships of trends
and forces rather than as static conditions. Therefore, at all
times, the foundations of human productive efforts have
been active and work for new immnovations.

Nature sets the limits within which man can develop
his arts to satisty his wants. Within these limits he is free to
select from the myriad possibilities offered by nature those
which at a given time and place promise the best results in
terms of want satisfaction in return for the human eftorts
applied there too.

Zimmermann (1951) discussed about the dynamics of
culture. The dynamic force of culture is a penetrating one.
'Fl}c effecls of cultural progress on nature come readily to
mind. Not only wants and abilities of the individual man

and or ) men are affee
. (EOUp - of men are affected by culture but education,
training experience,

relationships ¢ Sophistication,  includine  the
.‘ ‘ S 5Y > . ‘ . o
insliluli()nf -u)‘uww" men, social organization, and societal
human poll l :0 “ome under its spell. Even the size of the
¢ lation ig ap o ! of ¢
! 0 be affecte ‘
alfected by cultural change.

6
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N R M vis-d-vis Resource Management: '

Natural Resource Management (NRM) refers to the
sources such as land, water, soil,
plants and animals, with a particular focus on  how
management affects the quality of life for both prcscr.n
and future generations, Natural resource management 15
congruent with the concept of sustainable development, a
scientific principle that forms a basis for sustainable global
land management and environmental  governance 10
conserve and preserve natural resources.

Natural resource management specifically focuses on 4
scientific and technical understanding of resources and ecology
and the life-supporting capacity of those resources.
Environmental management is also similar to natural resource.

The natural resource management emphasis on sustainability
can be traced back to early attempts to understand the
ecological nature of American rangelands in the late 19th
century, and the resource conservation movement of the same
time. This type of analysis coalesced in the 20th century with
recognition that preservationist conservation strategies had not
been effective in halting the decline of natural resources. A
~more integrated approach was implemented recognizing the
intertwined social, cultural, economic and political aspects of
resource management. A more holistic, national and even
global form evolved, culminating in the Brundtland
Commission and the advocacy of sustainable development.

Resource management is concerned with allocation of
resources and biophysical and socioeconomic milieu in
which resources are or ought to be developed. Such resource ‘
al}pcation patterns do not result in unnecessary deleterious
etfects in the biophysical and socioeconomic systems.

management of natural re

7
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Resource  allocation — should — thereforeinfluence 1y,
production, consumption and distribution ol resources in
direction consistent with the local, regional or nationy|
development objectives (Omara-Ojungu, 1992:3). It involve
controls on the amount, quantity, timing, availability and the
peneral — direction o resource  development.  Resource
management strategies are designed to promote exploitation,
enhancement and restoration ol resources.

According to O’Riordan (1971:19 cited in Omaro-
Ojungu, 1992:4) resource management ‘may be defined as a
process of decision-making whereby resources are allocated
over space and time according to the needs, aspirations,
and desires of man within the framework of his legal and
administrative framework’.

In a resource management context, the term is
reserved for substances, organisms and properties of the
physical environment i.e. natural resources. Human beings
evaluate natural systems, regarding as resources only those
elements which they have the knowledge and technology to
utilize and which provide desired goods and services.
Natural attributes failing to meet these criteria remain
unvalued, ‘neutral stuff, ,

Resource allocation is the spatial and temporal
placing of resource uses in a pattern reflects the goals,
priorities and aspirations of community. In resource
management it is intended that such resource allocation
pattern does not result in unnecessary detrimental effects in

(h(‘. I 10 ¢ " N N N
biophysical and Sociocconomic  systems. Further, 1t

allows reg ) P )

and c:"r:sourc}, allocation (o be regulated by combination of
I’ ‘ 1 sy .

and inc IPromising in social, cultural, economic, ecological

ahd Institutional pro N

cesses (Omara- Ojungu, 1992). Change,
8
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complexity, uncertainty and conflict encountered in scveral
steps of resource management (Mitchell, 1997).

Evolution of the Ficld of Resource Management: In both
developed  and developing  countries the evolution of
resource management as a distinct field of study has been
late and slow. Prior to the 1960s, the aspects of resource
Management were studied in agriculture, forestry, and soil
science and wildlife conservation schools. By the 1970s, a
few universities in developing countries followed this by
conducting courses under such titles as land use and resource
assessment, environmental science, resource development
and conservation, environmental management or resource
management. At these infancy stage, resource management
courses  had a poor conceptual structure with strong
emphasis placed on the issues of the day (land use land
cover, pollution, soil erosion, deforestation and so on. Little
attempt was made to relate the issues to the principles and
CONCepts in resources management.

Conclusion:

Several reasons account for the late arrival of the
ficld despite the fact that human use and abuse of resources
have been on the stage for millennium. One primary reason
is that for a long time the nature of resource was ill-
conceived. Resources were originally considered abundant
and in single purpose terms, with no or few inter-linkages
within and amongst them. Perhaps the worst drawback has
been the prolonged association of resources with what was
commonly known as ‘natural resources’. The concept of
natural resources precluded other hon-tangible especially
common property resources such as zlir, climate, sun light
and historical monuments whose (uantities and value could

9
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not be casily estimated using  traditional CConomie
framework.  As a  resuly the change and damages
resource  often passed  without arousing  public outery
Resource management has evolved in response during ”',L.
1060s to shifts in the pereeived values ob land, labor
technology and capital. At various times, the resources h;wé
been conceived either as abundant or scare and management
concern responded to  emerging crises associated  with
subsequent use of resources. In the 1960s, however, fears
of increasing resource scarcity, awareness of human ability
to destroy. and inability to substitute for all resources
prompted concerns from public and institutions associated
with resource use. In the developing countries, the calls for
resource management during the 1960s and 1970s were
viewed as mixed up with concerns for environme ntal quality
and limits on growth at a time when developing countries
were hard pressed with needs for economic growth,
provision of better facilities and conditions for education and
health. As a result, the governments in developing countries
usually paid only lip-services to calls for more effectuve

resource management.

References W

» Cohen, D. (2007). Earth's natural wealth: An audit.
NewScientist.com News service on 23 May 2007 issue
2605 of New Scientist magazine, 23 May 2007:34-41

s Johnston, R. J., Gregory, D., & Smith, D. M. (Eds.)
(1986). The dictionary of human geography. (znd ed.).
Oxford: Basil Blackwell Ltd,

» Malla, UM. (1998). Geography and resource
conservation, ‘Presidential Address’ delivered on July

10

Scanned with CamScanner



v

\/

\ &

24. 1998, Nepal Geographical Society. The Himalayan
Review. 29: 121
Malla. UM.. & Shrestha. C.B. (1983). Environmental

resource management in Nepal. Kathmandu: Bhimsen
Thapa.

Marsh. G.P. (1964). Man and nature or physical
geography as modified by human action. New YOIK:
Charles Scribner, 1864. Reprinted. Cambridge: Harvard
University.

Mitchell. B. (1997). Resource and environmental
management. London: Longman. Mitchell. B. 2003.
Models of resource management.

B. Thakur (Ed.). Perspectives in Resource Management in
Developing Countries: Resource Management Theory and
Techniques (Vol. 1), New Delhi. Concept Publishing
Company. pp.102-129.

Mitchell, B. (1989). Geography and resource analysis.
(2nd ed.). England: Longman Group UK, Ltd.

Odum. E. (1971). Basic ecology. (Revised Ed. 1983).
W .B. Sounders Company.

Omara-Ojungu, P. H. (1992). Resource management in
developing countries. London: Longman Scientific and
Technical.

Poudel, K. P. (2001). Resource utilization and
management strategy in the selected watersheds of
Annapurna region, central Nepal. (PhD Dissertation).
Delhi. Delhi University. |

11

Scanned with CamScanner



K. P. (2003). Warershed managemen; ), the

% Poudel, .
Himalayas: A resonree analysis approach. New ey,

Adroit Publishers.

(1990). Natural — resources:  Allocaigy,

» Rees, J.
London and New vy,.

cconomics and  policy.

Routledge.
Thakur, B. (Ed.) (2003). Perspectives in resource

»
management in developing — countries  (Resouree
management theory and techniques Vol. 1), New Delhij
Concept Publishing Company.

$ zimmermann, E. W. (1951). World resources any

industries: A functional appraisal of the available
agricultural and industrial materials (Revised edition).
New York: Harper and Brothers Publishers.

stk s st b s o s e s st sk s sk ke sk Sk skeoke sk sk sk sk ek sk sk stk kR sk skskokokokolon

12

Scanned with CamScanner



3 i
iR

ISBN No- 978-93-5396-846-2

Prize: 250/-

L e g uae

with CamScanner

" L

Scanned



it et qot Rremdtoren

dltiel IPARTHIGHR MW g

F.Y.B.Com. [SEM - 1)

Choice Based Credit System (CBCS)

-
- e A )
*  UIEE Segm 9 aeenfes Sy
o GUEETTOE Tt W e
o HUEAEHE F10 R
¢ ¥ SEETard e
» fawes e fawawn
o HEEr fauia afn sdocs
= SETT WA (FE- 13 E)
&  Frrancal Adccounbmg
*  Business Economics
*  Business Mathematics and Slatistics
*  Compurer Concepis and Applicatons
®  {hgansaton Soll Development
& Fandamenial of Banking
*  Marketing and Salesmunshap
*  Essentals of E-«commerce
—i
195
Lo *I..l..!lllll

vy v TREslaai I:ll.f‘u...lll. s SR
proshamipubdicainn (ol pmal oo

LHAYHADOHD TV LY EAINIROD

mg| Jd FAoTF » |9H6- 1 9 3 CBCS PATTERN

COMMERCIAL GEOGRAPHY

TS A
. ) =
WY #AEY



AT W T A A W e 3 e T .
Wwawmwmmwm a7 HA WHET
TR, =rerae, FoaTaen, = S 21 v aie aEE . 3 e,
'qﬁ%mmﬁmﬁamm 1 AAETT [ geh, TEEI
AT 93, T G ST FEHIE B IO ST Wil rﬂnﬁaﬁu;ham
FrPMEE TE 3 T AE] SR 98 S AT B . A
AFIIFTS Wee, T, ST, Sifer IRt A o e, HEE SETE, T
mmmmmmﬁmm HIFATEA] AT SET
rafieh TR, P GRS 27 e H S 9OTR e A,
AEEEEAT T WA A, o e, fam, e gt e e,

AT SIS SR SR g, N S 2 T 3,

AT 199 FaTEATE YR, AHAEY, T, AR e, 9 g
tma"tamnﬁmﬁfhﬁt Hﬁm%ﬁmﬁﬁﬂﬁ&ww&f&?ﬁ ﬁfﬁa:{
mmﬁmﬁﬁammmﬂmm

it Faaratafin s @as @l wia, 928 i, amd @ ges
I G SFEATA 7o WA el I8

]o [SBN 978-63-28113-00+)
] !’IEHJ!E!- |T 1LLU“

Prashant

www.pmhampuhlimtidns.mu;

prashantpublication. jal @ gmail.com

— 2000

AHAVEDOAD NYINNH ANV TVDISAHA

PHYSICAL AND HUMAN



