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National Education Policy
in India: An Overview

Dr. Ganesh K. Chavhan
K. J. Somaiya College, Kopargaon
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Abstract:

Every effort in policy making requires sig-
nificant impetus in capacity building. The new
institutional design for effective implementation
of the NEP will ensure that we create a robust
institutional architecture that will leave no stone
unturned in the process of NEP implementation.
The inspiring vision of the NEP 2020 can be ef-
fectively implemented only if we are ready to
establish institutional mechanisms outlined
above to build the necessary capacity. The vi-
sion of the National Education Policy 2020 is to
build the foundations of a new India that will
focus on building a knowledge society. Every
aspect of the NEP has a symbiotic relationship
to the cause of institution building for nation
building. However, the rhetoric of the policy vi-
sion outlined in the NEP must be implemenied
for this vision to become a reality. Multi-stake-
holder participation and active involvementis a
sine qua non for the implementation of public
policy in every aspect of governance, especially
in education.

NEP 2020 aims to develop both the cog-
nitive capacities as well as the social, ethical
and emotional capacities of the students. Let’s
discuss the advantages and disadvantages of
new education policy 2020. It is true but every
coin has two sides, as like, in this paper | ob-
serve some merits and demerits of NEP. This
Paper is focus on some issues are ready to dis-

::u;s regarding this policy implementation in
ndia.

Introduction:

The National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, which secks to satisfy the various emerg-
ing developmental imperatives of our nation, is
the first education policy of the 21st century. In
order to establish a new system that is in line
with the aspirational goals of 21st- century edu-
cation, including SDG4 (Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal 4, created by the United Nations to
emphasise inclusive and equitable quality edu-
cation), and strengthens India’s traditions and
value systems, this policy proposes the modifi-
cation and restructuring of all aspects of the
educational structure, including its regulation
and governance.
The following are the highlights of NEP 2020:
- Ensuring universal access to education from
pre-primary school to Grade 12 and quality early
childhood care and education for all children
between 3-6 years
- New Pedagogical Structure (5+3+3+4)
- Establishing National Mission on Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy
- Promoting multilingualism and Indian lan-
guages; mother tongue to be the preferred me-
dium of instruction until Grade 5.
- Equitable and inclusive education with an in-
creased focus on vocational education in school
- Holistic multidisciplinary education with mul-
tiple entry/exit options
' Higher investment in digital infrastructure and
availability of online teaching platforms, virtual
labs and digital repositories

The NEP 2020 has been introduced to
bring monumental changes in the Indian edu-
cation scenario.
The following are the advantages of the new
education policy 2020:
1. Increased expenditure on education: The
increased spending on education, from earlier
3% to 6% now, will bring the much-needed funds,
focus and prioritisation in the education sector.
2. Reduced exam stress: The changed school
structure will reduce the stress of board exams
and will channelize students’ focus towards prac-
tical skills and vocational learning.
3. Flexibility to choose subjects: Students have
broader options to learn now. They have the
option of choosing any su bject combination from
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Arts, Commerce and Science and exploring a
multidisciplinary arena of education,

4. Universalisation of education: NEP 2020 is
making education a basic right. It will bring back
many children back to the educational institutes
and truly universalize education for children
aged 3-18.

5. Introduces kids to coding: Introduction of
Computers and coding in class 6 upgrading the
learning process.

. These policies are in tandem with the
changing times and cater to the present and
future demands of the world we thrive in.

NEP 2020 Areas of Improvement

However, there are some points which
have received criticism from some sections of
society. The following are some of the disad-
vantages of the new education policy 2020;

1. Teaching in the mother tongue will be chal-
lenging: Teaching the fundamental subjects in
the mother tongue will be a hassle as India has
22 scheduled languages and innumerable dia-
lects. The course material will need to be con-
verted to these languages first, and then the
requirement of skilled teachers to implement
this.

2. Widening the gap between learners: As the
mother tongue is going to be the preferred me-
dium of instruction till class 5, the introduction
of English after 5th standard in government
schools will widen the gap with the zrivate
schools that have been providing educaticn in
English since the beginning.

3. Challenge of digital divide: The digital di-
vide present in India is even more extreme in
rural areas where not everyone can afford
smartphones. The problem is further com-
pounded by the poor IT infrastructure of gov-
ernment-run schools, which will create imple-
mentation issues in the digitization of educa-
tion.

However, the issues with these policies
can be changed with due government interven-
tion.

What are the proposals or statements
that were emphatically made in the draft but
are missing in the policy? One important state-
ment that was repeatedly made in the draft
policy, that all commercially oriented private

tional Jo | Special Issye
Institutions will be closed

)
nal policy — though the 2o;omr;f|;2
closure of substandard teacher educatig,. . ISes
tutions only. Now the policy simply stat
matter of commercialization of educa
been dealt with by the Policy through
relevant fronts, including: the ‘light but tipp
regulatory approach that mandates | Igbh't
self-disclosure of finances”, though almoantJ ,
ery policymaker and administrator in EdUcat'ev.
recognises that there is a serious problem wl(:;:
the private education sector in India, Seco;:d
the draft policy promised doubling pubic expen.
diture on education to 20% of the t )

. 2 € total govern.
ment expenditure, from 10%. The 2020 poli
simply reaffirms the commitment to allocatior\:
of 6% of GDP.

Apart from a few controversia| propos-
als, a few untenable basic beliefs and assump-
tions of the Committee prevail. The Committee
seems to have great faith in “light byt tight”
regulation, confidence in the private sector in
making honest self-disclosures of all aspects of
their operations, and faith in the adequacy of
common norms for public and private instity-
tions. It also seems to have faith in the
government’s ability to implement many reforms
— for example, in doing away with the affiliat-
ing system and making all colleges autonomous
degree-awarding colleges of high quality, en-
suring institutional and faculty autonomy, and
in the autonomous functioning of institutions of
governance with no external interference.
Conclusion:

In NEP 2020, the pros overpower the
cons. There are more good aspects of NEP than
less appreciative ones. And with timely recog-
nition, they will also be addressed, and NEP will

prove beneficial to both students and the edu-
cation sector.
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