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Abstract 

Since from memorable time Scheduled Tribes are facing worst socio-economic condition 

not only in India but also in the state of Maharashtra and in its Ahmednagar district. This study is 

based on the secondary data mainly collected from Abstract of Census of India, 2011it is 

attempted to assess the socio-economic status of exploited community sucí as Scheduled Tribes 

in Ahmednagar district of Maharashtra state. It is further intended to study of ST women on 

various grounds such as sex ratio, literacy ratio, work Participation rate with composite index. 
For measuring the status of women Kundu's method of normalization has been employed and 
comparative analysis has been done. It is observed that status of ST women is considerably lower 
than other women of general class. ST women as they are residing in the far away in remote 
areas and have not exposed to the modern way of living and their areas are still lagging nuch 
behind from modern mainstream. 

Key Words: Scheduled Tribes, Socio-Economic Status, Work Participation rate, Gender 
equality. 
Introduction 

Even though half of the world's population is constituted by Women but their share in the 
fruits of progress are considerably low. The structure of the society is responsible for the low 
status of females in society. Females are economically exploited and deprived, socially 
subordinate and politically browbeaten a powerless group of society. Some of its most important 
facet of development is the level of economic growth, level of education, level of health 
services, degree of modernization, status of women, level of nutrition, quality of housing. 
distribution of goods and services, and access to communication (Das, 1999). The unfortunately 
in many countries women are still not enjoying equal status in society . It is well said fact that 
status of women is one of the best indicators of development of society. The position of women 
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varies from caste to caste, religion to religion and region to region. It is generally seen that the 

women's status is low. Women have low status because of social and economic insecurity 
Ramotra, 1997). As we know Scheduled Tribes are among the most disadvantaged socio- 

economic groups not only in world but also in the India and state of Maharashtra. In 

Ahmednagar District 7.5percent population is tribal population. Majority of them are 

concentrated in Akole Tehsil. Bhill, Thakar, Mahadev Koli, Pardhi, Tokre Koli are the main 

tribes in District. According to 2011 census out of tribal population of district, 47.86 percent 
tribal population resides only in Akole tehsil 

Objectives 
The main objective of the present study is as follows 

1. To assess the socio-economic status of females of Scheduled Tribes in Ahmednagar 
district of Maharashtra state. 

The Study Region 

Ahmednagar district is situated at near about central position in Maharasktra between 

upper Godavari and Bhima river basin. Ahmednagar lies between 18°2 to 199 North latitude 

.and 73 9 'to 75" 5 East longitude. Ahmednagar District is largest district of Maharashtra in 

respect of geographical area .District has occupy 17053sq. k.m. area which is 5.66 % of states 

land and It is home of 3372935 population Undulating hill topography of West and plain in 

East are the two major physiographic divisions of district. Sahyadri Mountain spread over vast 

area of Akole Tehsil. 

Loacatian, Ntuatiun and Site Map of Study Ara 
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Database and Methodology 

The study is based on secondary sources of data mainly collected from the census of 

Ahmadnagar district 2011 and socio-economic abstract of Ahmadnagar district 2015. For the 

measurement of tehsil, a wise development index simple composite method has been used 

Utbanization. sex ratio, child sex ratio, literacy Rate, work participation rate, workers in non- 

agricultural sector, these parameters have been used for calculating of the socio-economic status 

of women of Scheduled Tribe index.

Composite index for measuring the status of women belonging to different sections of 

society have been computed by using Prof. Kundu's (1980) method of normalization. Lastly on 

the basis of composite index, women's status has been classified into four different suitable 

categories. 
Table 1: Scheduled Tribe Women's Status 

Sr.No. Tahsil Gen. Child | Literacy Work Non- Urban Total Composite 
Sex Sex Rate Participation Agri. Pop. ST Score 
Ratio Ratio Rate Workers Pop. 

1.06 0.88 

1.06 0.84 
36.94 10.8 

13.37 6.0 
Akole 1.04 1.23 0.31 0.18 

0.84 1.20 Sangamner 1.01 
Kopargaon 1.03 

0.62 

1.07 0.72 1.09 0.54 0.33 8.65 6.7 
Rahata 1.03 1.04 0.77 1.04 0.97 0.78 4.71 5.3 

Shrirampur|1.05 | 1.12 

1.04 1.13 
1.05 

0.74 1.01 0.96 0.67 4.65 5.4 
Nevasa 0.75 1.14 |0.77 0.00 4.99 43 

Shevgaon 1.02 0.72 1.12 0.68 0.00 L.24 |6.5 
8 Pathardi 1.01 1.06 0.82 1.15 0.37 0.33 1.03 5.5 
9 Nagar 0.99 1.08 0.93 0.83 1.81 2.48 2.5 4.9 
10 Rahuri 1.03 1.04 0.75 I.11 0.69 .78 7.94 7.1 
11 Parner 1.04 1.09 0.74 1.24 0.36 0.00 4.50 5.5 

12 Shrigonda 0.98 
Karjat 

1.06 0.62 1.21 0.92 0.30 3.54| 7.4 
|1.17 
| 1.07 0.73 

13 1.01 0.69 T.08 0.92 0.34 0.94 7.0 
14 Jamkhed 0.98 0.99 1.31 2.63 0.62 7.3 

Source: Socio Economic Abstract. 

Status of Scheduled Tribe Women in Ahmadnagar District 

The map shows that the status of Scheduled Tribe women in the study area. The status ot 

Very High Level Scheduled Tribe women in Nagar and Nevasa tehsil. Nagar tehsil is located 

central part of the district and Nevasa tehsil is located north-east side of the district. In the 

Nagar tehsil Very High Level Scheduled Tribe women because of it is headquarter of the district 
MIDC is located, more educational facilities are available. Nevasa tehsil is also Very High Level 

Scheduled Tribe women because of good irrigation facility and agricultural development. Low 
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located on the hilly and plateau track of the district. High Level status of Scheduled Tribe 

women tehsils are located one has located the westem hilly track. the second tehsil is located east 

part of the district and other tehsils they are located north part of the Ahmadnagar district. The 

moderate Level statuus of Scheduled Tribe women one tehsil is located in the northern plain area. 

second is located western part of hilly area and third tehsil is located south side of the district 

Socio-Economic Status 
of Tribal Women 

(Ahmednagar District) 

am 
Legend 

Low Level 

Medium Level 
High Level 

Very High Level 

40 km 

Discussion and Analysis 

To analyze the comparative Level status of Scheduled Tribe women in the tehsil wise, the 

census data of 2011 and Socio Economic Abstract 2011 has been utilized. ln the year 2011, 

Nagar, and Nevasa tehsil have Very High status of Level Scheduled Tribe women. Sangamner 

Pathardi, Pamer, Rahta and Shirampur tehsil have High status of Level Scheduled Tribe women 

Moderate status of Level Scheduled Tribe women tehsils are Kopargaon, Shevgaon and Karjat. 

Akole, Rahuri, Jamkhed and Shirigonda tehsil are Low Level status of Scheduled Tribe women. 

In this context, only seven parameters are taking to analyze the status of Level Scheduled Tribe 

women which are Total Scheduled Tribe population, Urbanization, Literacy rate, General sex 

ratio, Child sex ratio, Work participation rate and Non-agricullural workers. 
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Conclusion 
The result of this study shows that part of the study area of socio-economic status of 

women it shows that there is much progress in women's status of all groups but schedule tribe 

women remain significantly bchind from the mainstream of society. It is important to note that 

there is nuch progress in the status of women's in the honored class, but on the contrary the 

Scheduled Tribe women's status is far creeping behind in relation to women's in any other 

sections of the society. Though there has been much of the development in various socio- 

economic aspects. The social hierarchy shows that schedule tribe lying at the bottom in social 

structure. The status of ST females is also bottom level. The mass illiteracy, poor socio 

economic condition, poverty, consistence misery, high fertility rate, scarcity of educational and 

inadequate health facilities in rural areas are some of the causes behind their lower level status. 

Therefore, there is need to give particular attention by the administration, towards women's 

pathetic situation of Scheduled Tribes to improve their socio-economic condition and level of 

living by giving them equal opportuiities in education and employment so far Scheduled Tribe 

women's status come up to the level of high class women's status. 
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