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18. Agro- Tourism: A New Path to Prosperous Rura]
Development

Dr. Maharudra Bibhishan Khose
Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, K. J. Somaiya College of Arts, Commerce &
Science, Kopargaon, Dist: Ahmednagar.

Introduction
India is an agrarian country. Agriculture has played a major role in the development of

the country. For the last several decades, Indian culture has been known as agrarian culture in the

world. For the development of rural farmers, it is necessary to look at agriculture as an effective
business and not just as a means of subsistence. Often the cost of agricultural production is rising
and the prices of agricultural commodities are getting lower so some people have started opting
for jobs while some people have started migrating to cities by selling farm lands. Many times
farmers are committing suicide due to debt. Due to fluctuations in the prices of agricultural
produce, farmers do not get a fixed income, so it is necessary to supplement the business with

agro-tourism. Through this farmers can make their farming experimental, profitable.

Basis of Agro Tourism

To alleviate the growing pollution and mental stress in the big cities, many people are
taking steps towards a quiet place in nature and agriculture in the village. From that view, the
concept of agro-tourism has come forward. Agro-tourism is the new face of tourism. The
development of agro-tourism is raising people's lives around the world. Agro-tourism is one of
the fastest growing businesses in the world. Agro-tourism is the only environmentally friendly
industry compared to other industries. Increasing urbanization has made people's way of life very
fast and hectic. Everyone has a desire to go to a quiet, relaxed and scenic place from the daily
grind and that feeling and love for nature is the basis of agro-tourism
Methodology of the Study

The present study conducted on the Agro-tourism is based on secondary data. The data
has been furnished from the related books, research papers, and articles. Some data has furnished
from the websites of the Govt. of India, as well as ministry of agriculture. Some ideas have beet

taken from the ATDC.
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objectives
The study seeks to obtain the following objectives

{. Tostudy the concept of Agro-Tourism

S

To study the nature of Agro-Tourism
To examine the need of Agro-Tourism

3
4. Toknow the opportunities in Agro-Tourism Business

Concept of Agro-Tourism

The tourism business is a lucrative business. The tourism business is booming in the
country's economy. The country's economy is booming due to tourism. That is why many
countries around the world have embraced the concept of tourism and made big changes in their
cconomies. The tourism business is providing employment to a large number of skilled and
semi-skilled and unskilled and unemployed people.

Today the concept of tourism has changed. New concepts are emerging by changing the
traditional nature of tourism. Tourism includes new areas including religious tourism, cultural
tourism, adventure tourism, jungle tourism, herbal medicine and naturopathic tourism,
mountaineering tourism, space tourism etc. '

What is Agro-Tourism?

Agro-tourism is a newly developed concept. In Agro-tourism, agriculture and tourism
has been added. By attracting tourists to the agricultural scctor, they are exposed to the rural
agricultural culture. This provides an opportunity for many people who are bored with the urban
environment to enjoy rural agro-tourism and also for the rural people to have a good income.

Many of the facilities and activities offered by farmers and rural people to attract tourists

to rural areas to earn more income from their agribusiness are called ‘Agro Tourism'. (Gannon

1988, In Slows 1998)

Agro-tourism is to attract tourists mainly to a
or an agro-based industry for the purpose of getting

gro-based culture. Agro tourism is a

toncept of visiting to an agricultural area,

involved in it and getting entertainment and education from it.

Agro-tourism is modified form of unconventional tourism that gives visitors a first-
o-tourism is a

hand view of rural agro-culture. This gives the tourists an opportunity to participate in all the

livities op 1 tual farm along with the farmers. This creates a fondness for rural culture
1e actua

a .
Mong tourists,
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Agro-tourism is different from nature tourism in one respect, which is that in Nature
tourism, people see only the things created by nature. But in Agro -tourism, tourists get to see

the man-made things in the vicinity of nature, the various things created by the farmers in
fields.

Nature of Agro-Tourism

Agro-tourism is a new concept of tourism. In fact, agro-tourism has been developing
since 2004. Urban tourists are attracted to the rural areas through a group ot farmers, private
organizations, government and private organizations or organizations providing services for
agro-tourism. In rural areas, tourists are involved in all the activities that take place on the fam,
Whether it is, plowing a field, harvesting a crop, or planting vegetables. They are included in qll
work. From this they get experience of rural agricultural work, they get acquainted with various
animals, goats, sheep, cows, buffaloes and oxen on the farm. Whether it’s a ride in a bullock cart
in the garden or a ride on a tractor, it makes them very happy. A stay on the farm takes them
away from the usual urban environment. The taste of different foods in rural areas makes them
taste much better than pizza burgers. Sorghum on the stove - millet is much better than Tandoor
bread. They are fascinated by various fairs, festivals, weekly markets and shopping in the
village. They enjoy various sports in rural areas like Vitidandu, Langadi, Lapandav. During our
overnight stay, cultural programs are organized to introduce the rural culture like Gaulani,

Bharud, Jagran, Gondhal. In such an environment, in a single or two-day stay, they forget the

urban environment and become immersed in the rural environment, in the vicinity of the nature
and forget their urban tensions. All the young or the old are happy.

Why the Need for Agro-Tourism?

India is an agricultural country. Agriculture is an ancient business in India. Two third
people are directly or indirectly involved in agriculture. But in the age of modernization, urban
culture gained more importance than rural culture. People from the villages started migrating to
the cities for industry, business, education or jobs. As time went on, cities took up a lot of space,
and in the name of industrialization, modernization and globalization, cities changed their
appearance. The urban crowd grew day by day. The people of the city were crushed under the
cement forest. Flat culture led to an increase in people's loneliness. The children were confined
to the four walls of the house, teaching school, Children indulged in games, chocolates, soft
drinks and snacks and on cartoon videos on television. Even today, the reality in the city is that
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one out of every three people has no connection with the village. The only thing that is clear
om this is that the urban people have forgotten the rural culture and if they want to cover it
somewhere, then for that Agro-tourism is a good medijum. Through this, the rural culture of our
Jncestors can be seen and old memories can be revived.

We need to find a way out of nature's vagaries, unseasonal rains, persistent droughts,
Jeclining yields, rising inflation, the rising cost of agricultural inputs, fluctuations in the market
prices of agricultural commodities, indebtedness, depression and the resulting suicides.
Appropriate side business should be found to reduce the growing burden on the farm. In the
changing times, agro-tourism is panacea on it. Rather, it is a matter of time. This will create a
good source of livelihood, employment and income for the farmers. The needs of both farmers
and tourists will be met.

Opportunities in Agro-Tourism

There are a lot of opportunities in agro-tourism. India is an agricultural country.
Changing seasons, droughts, the vagaries of nature, environmental imbalances, natural and man-
made disasters have put farmers in crisis. Farming has been done for generations. Many
generations of us have been alive on agriculture. However, the traditional method of farming and
the modern method of farming have undergone major changes. Along with the change in farming
practices, there have also been radical changes in the agro-base business. Change over time is
considered a sign of development. Farmers also need to embrace change to move on the path of
development. There are many different types of agro-base business. Agro-tourism is one of the
emerging businesses in modern times. Considering the growing importance of agro-tourism, this
business will definitely be the best agro-business in the future. Agro-tourism can create a lot of

employment opportunities for the rural unemployed. Farmers can have the market for their

produce. A ero-tourism is a low cost route, and the scope of this business is very large. Therefore,

go-tourism is a great opportunity for farmers and the people who want to start agro based
business.
Conclusion

The tourism business is growing rapidly in India. There are huge opportunities for agro-

Wunism development in India and also in various states of India, because India is a diverse

0 of natural conditions, different festivals, customs, diversity of

“ntry. Due to the diversity
Products, rural environment. dialect lifestyle, there are huge opportunities for agro-tourism in
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India. Also, by expanding agro-tourism, we can increase our income for the present and futyre
generations. Through agro-tourism, farmers can develop themselves as entreprencurs. At the
same time, agro-tourism can make a significant contribution to the empowerment of people in
rural areas and the crcation of employment opportunitics in rural arcas.

References

. P.E. Murphy (1985): Tourism A Community Approach.

2. Journal of ATDC Various Issucs.

3. www.agritourismworld.com

4. www.agritourism.in

5. Dora Ann Hatch (2000) Agro-tourism: A New Agricultural Business Enterprise

Community Rural Development

0. andurang, Taware, Director Sales and  Marketing Agro-Tourism  Development
Corporation, Punc India 'Agra Tourism: Innovative Income Generating Activity for
Enterprising farmers.

7. Dennis M. Brown and Richard J. Reeder, 'Agro-tourism Offers Opportunities tor Farm

Opcrators' U.S A,

PNGLISTT PART I/ Peer Reviewed Refereed and UGC Listed Jowrnal No. - o oo

Scanned by CamScanner



